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By L. A. Garrard 


Editor of the “ Hibbert Journal” 
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sent to his Circuit. “ Let us ask this gentleman’s opinion,” he 
said, as I sat down. “ Our new minister can’t be heard at the 
back of our church, and when I complained, he simply said, 
“ Well, sit in one of the empty front pews.’ Don’t you think 
that a man who can’t be heard at the back of a church 
shouldn’t be a minister at all?” I simply said that many a 
minister whose voice might not be adequate in a very large 
church might do very well in a smaller building. At any rate, 
‘in the case in point, an adequate remedy had been suggested. 


Not Loudness, but Distinctness 


JT so happened that the next evening I went to hear a 

minister of another denomination whom I had known many 
years ago as a divinity student at a college that I remember 
as having laid great stress on voice production. His church was 


easily 
to the back of the building. 
g over my own 


Religion in America | | 
JN_ his fascinating book with the above title, Willard L. 
Sperry, of the Divinity School at Harvard, wrote in 


list, and moving further away from the sciences and the social 
philosophy of the day. 
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FELLOW WORKERS 
By Dudley Richards 


(The new assistant secretary of the General Assembly, 
who is also the secretary of the Religious Education © 
and Youth Department, writes of his plans.) 


NEWLY appointed assistant secretary of the General 

Assembly may reasonably be expected to have some hopes 
and even to have formulated a few plans. I will try to say 
something about both. In doing so I shall be thinking about 
my main sphere of duty which is, of course, the secretaryship — 
of the Religious Education and Youth Department. 

I hope, in the first place, to be efficient. As far as that 
depends on the staff at headquarters I know that there will 
be no difficulty. Let the blame be mine if correspondents are 
kept waiting, and queries are left unanswered. 

Having said that I feel entitled to hope that other people ~ 
will be efficient also. For instance, we should like to think 
that our list of Sunday School secretaries was always up- 
yar gs We should like you to return film-strips promptly. 

so on. 


teachers and provide them with teaching materials. The 
Department will do all in its power to assist with the solution 
of this problem. 


own school premises i 

culties with them. I personally intend to do as much of this 
sort of visiting as I can. As far as material help is concerned 
we are planning to increase the number of film-strips, to issue 
a new hymn book, and to publish some sort of aids to the 


im an 

I I invite 
and Youth Groups, in order that I may it honestly . tis 
far too i as they say, with- 
out any you are a Sunday School teacher, 

we are ing ? 
Is it possible due to the fact 
that we often and practise another ? a 
to be honest. 


— 
a one, _ on numbered many hundreds ; 
but what struck me was that during the greater part of the 
: service he did not, I am sure, speak much louder than he did 
, | in hearing spoke loud enough, but they spoke indistinctly. At 
. the same time, there was another factor that made my friend’s 
a discourse so easily followed—his voice was resonant. Since Secondly I hope to be useful. As a Sunday School 
: both these factors in a preacher's success can be acquired by superintendent with eleven years’ ience I am aware of 
| proper training, I can only hope that more attention is being the practical difficulties that mph iets tnd Veatteers have 
* paid to voice production in the theological colleges. to cope with. I trust that I shall be able to help you in tackling 
= your problems. The most obvious of these is how to train 
La . ~ Th MEST Have On the One Hand a residual anc What about plans? Let us begin with the last point. We 
I still operative Christianity which is by no means yet spent. must arrange demonstrations of teaching in various centres, 
. That Christianity, however, has been subtly secularized, or at as we have done in the past. Individual advice and help should 
in its He that be available to any school which feels that it has special prob- 
| over, that Arana Pro oe still lar | Fu j = lems. In such a case a visitor t meet 
ii As a matter of fact the latest American statistics show 
. that the church membership gain in 1952 was two-and-a-half 
4 times greater than the country’s population growth ; the result use of our present Sunday School handbooks. 
7 being that three Americans out of every five are church I may also mention a plan to revive the Department's 
members. Protestants increased by 3.9 per cent and Roman lending library. At present the collection of books is being 
3 Catholics by 3.5 per cent; but it looks as though relative to reorganized. A certain number will have to be thrown out as 
ba the Roman Catholic increase, the Protestant increase was being no longer of any real service to us. But there will 
a larger than those figures suggest, for the former regard all remain a considerable number of very useful books and we 
os members, whilst the shall add new volumes to these from time to time. I think 
= former enumerate as only those who, usually about we can promise to have the library in service by next January 
| thirteen years, attain full membership. Just how far the at the latest. 
i tendencies mentioned by Dr. Sperry are still operative is not, * 
To a considerable extent youth work overlaps with Sun- 
setae atin comsce—the greatly increased bisth- day School work, and to that extent the plans that I have 
oy widespread systematic programme mentioned will serve our youth as well. But youth work will 
In Tit i 
‘ similar growth ae ship of must be likewise increased. Hi 
The Unclouded Eye, by Rupert Gleadon (Skeffington. 
to help those seeking a religious faith free from the of 
scarcely supvorts his publishers claim i are 
arguments 
He seeks a religious faith free from dogma but confesses 
the strong appeal to him of the Greek Orthodox Church. This 
is because he thinks it is free from the quest for world power 
that characterizes Rome while its ceremonies possess the 
quasi magical quality that Protestantism lacks, and in his 
view, AP. 
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when we taken our scholars out for an excursion, do we 
book- railway tickets for the over 12’s at the price of under 
12’s? Do we.encourage, by our own action, the general 
belief that it’s not dishonest to bilk the railways ? Successful— 
truly, genuinely successful—Sunday Schools must depend on 
the sort-of example we set to our children. 


The most important thing of all is that we teachers and 
leaders shall have a wide and lofty vision. We live in a closely 
- locked and interdependent world, and this fact must be re- 
flected in our teaching. Our older scholars and young people 
must be helped to understand such problems as those con- 
nected with the production of food for an expanding popula- 
tion. And we must not only explain these problems; we 
must be able to show our children how they personally can 
help, by their faith and goodwill, to meet the difficulties that 
confront mankind. We have often talked about the father- 
hood of God and the brotherhood of man. We must make 
it plain that we believe it. 


Forward then together, aspiring not simply to give to our 


children better homes, better clothes, better food, but to 
kindle in their hearts noble aspirations and to fill them with 
confidence that they are fellow workers of a living God. To 
that end let us, the teachers and leaders, first dedicate our- 
selves anew to our noble calling. If the vision and the will are 
there, ways of achievement will be opened to us. 


THE INQUIRER 
AN AMERICAN APPRECIATION 


the deeper springs of our religious life, for this modest weekly 


nourishment for the inner life of 
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is far more important than he could possibly have realized 
As a matter of fact, he has put his finger on what may well 
ee to be the weakest spot in our whole Unitarian movement, 
th at home and abroad. We just do not pay sufficient 
attention to the invisible activities of the mind, out of which, 
in a free religious fellowship, spring all the activities of the 
spirit. 
_. “There are a number of things that we American Uni- 
tarians do pretty well. We maintain freedom of thought and 
speech, both in the pulpit and in the pews, to a creditable de- 
pres: We maintain the tradition of applying religion to the prob- 
ems of contemporary society with self-respecting consistency. 
We manage our own practical affairs with about as much of the 
democracy of a town-meeting as is humanly possible. We 
have a record of heading the procession in religious education 
and in the kind of publications that the times‘require. Our 
contribution to the preservation of democratic idealism is by 
no means negligible. On these counts, and perhaps half a dozen 
others, we have proved ourselves to be workmen that need 
not be ashamed. : | 


“ But in all these activities we have, for the most part, 
been relying upon the intellectual and spiritual capital accumu- 
lated by our predecessors, and the plain truth is that we are 
using up our inheritance. We very badly need a strong 
renewal of emphasis upon the invisible activities of the mind.” 


Letters should be addressed to the Editor, “ The Inquirer,” — 
14 Gordon Square, London, W.C.1. They should not in 
general exceed three to four hundred words in length. 


Sin,—Mr. Bartlett uses strong words about the hymn-tune 
Cranbrook.” He thinks it “ deliciously silly” and worth 
of the words about dacks esting worms on Mocr. 
no accounting for taste, and Mr. Bartlett is entitled to his opinion. 


to preserve an occasional example of these repeating tunes. Songs 
of Praise has “ Northrop,” and the B.B.C. Hymn Book has “ Bon 


Manchester College, Oxford. , 
[This correspondence is now closed—Epittor. 


The Universe 


Sm,—There is no need to get unduly worried about the second 
law of thermo-dynamics. The Universe will come to an end when 
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"THE Board of coon oem of The Inquirer at their regular BS 
meeting on October 2 noted with appreciation the generous 43 
tribute paid to the journal in the leading article in the Sep- *Iikia Moor ”’—With Hat BE 
tember issue of the Christian Register, the monthly organ of : 4 
the American Unitarian Association. The article was signed - 
“ F.MLE.,.” the initials of the President of the Association. 4 
The following includes the relevant extract. 
“ Not nearly enough of us on this side of the Atlantic are good Christmas carol, and for old time's sake I wish we could ‘ 
regular readers of The Inquirer. If we could greatly increase it Sex peepee. hes a | 
our numbers, it would have a powerful and salutary effect upon an unsophisticated to say nothing redeem, oan : 
associations for many people, which might have saved it from “es 
Mr. Bartlett’s ridicule. _ 
chiefly from the leading articles, written by the Editor himself, - 
Sometimes, to be sure, what Mr. | to say to his fellow represent a si musical piety, and I the comedians will *< 
Unitarians in Britain will prove quietly but effectively corrosive of 
of our American self-esteem—not because that is what the H. L. Short. 7 
writer intends, but because of the inherent truth and cogency Pt ci 
of his writing. This will do us no harm, and in the long : 
certain to do us good. There is precious little a 
British Unitarianism, and that quality is something we 
“ Let me illustrate my point by citi any case : 
On the formulation of Lord Kelvin ran: There is at present an universal 
July 11, under the general heading * tendency dissipation mechanical energy, much 
there is a paragraph that runs as follows : has been discovered since then.—Y ours, 
“ No religious “Unitarian College, Manchester. Raymond V. Holt. 
community within all the 
can exist without thought, least of all the Uni 
in the outer circumstances of the world is nothing THE MINISTER’S DREAM i 
immer change. It is at that that the modern F A Calend ; 
A minister of religion once had a remarkable dream. He 
very well at the point at which it — : ‘ 
with the invisible activities of the mind rather 
that do not concern them. 
hands, the cart will soon be at | 
the minister bia ond. at Oo. 
situation in America, that bearing and bad 
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a ing, at autumn meeting held at Fulwood. Reports were given 
+e ‘THE UNITARIAN ” by the Secretary and Treasurer and also by the Central Committee 
The Inquirer extends its to the “ Unitarian ” delegate. ar 
. : rene proposed by Doncaster Branch for holding Centra 
on reaching iis fiftieth birthday with September issue. Committee in October. This is entirely a Branch 
; of its kind. After the business meeting the Rev. 
‘4 of his address was “ The Church in Your Home, 
members always to remember that although churc 
| n Moore, in Bedford Chapel. Mr. Cra did their best, the best wa to teach children r 
of Mrs. Moore’s work fc 
: yn and Central Postal Mission 
4 irs. H. Ballantyne, President of the C.P. 
Mrs. Meore’s purposeful ” life. M 
i the covering curtain from the tablet. 
| = local response to the Anniversari 
| year the C.P.M. was also un 
West Kirby : The Induction Se 
of othe it 
. of the Domestic Mission, Liverpoc 
) _ ister by Dr. P. N. Tindall, of the Anci 
Service a welcome meeting to Mr. 
; ig Chorch Hall. when the cain 
4 mum WE West Kirby, extended the welcome of thei 
The welcome of neighbc 
Edgar Hill, of the Memorial Churct 
” Ellis, of the Congregational Churct 
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(Also 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11, 1953 LonDOon, Welsh Unitarian Hill Unitarian Ch., ist and 3rd Sundays, : 


6, Rev. T. L. Jones 
Place, 11 and . D. Jacos D. LONDON Green Church, Newnham Road, Harvest Festival, 6.30, Rev 
il and 6, Rev. Gorpon BsvERLEY G. ” 
TRINCHAM, Dunham Road go St. Anns (Ansdell), Unitarian Church, Channing Road, 11 and 6.30, Rev, 
Tring Sstect Chapel, 6.30, Rev. Francis 


Davi> C. Dos 


All Souls, Elmwood Avenue, 11.30 and 7, Dr. A. L. AGNew 
Green (nr. Sevenoaks —e Church, Road, 10.43 ead 6.30, Rev. Maunics 


Unitarian Church, 11, —— 
Street, 11.15, J. 
Miss WILLIAMS 
ll, . GorDon Stuart, 6.30, 


Price 
on Hill Roed, il, Ree L. 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, Church of the Divine Unity, Ellison Piacé, 11 and 6.30, 
and 6.30, Mr. Joun RowLann (Rosendale), Bethichem Unitarian Chorch, 10.30 and 6.15, Rev. 
Caves, 7.45, Rev. — E. B. Suoar 
Boot, CE Street - Barium, Mr. W. H. Tame 
Bank 11 and Norwicu, Chapel, fi, Rev. J. A. 
Pavement Sunday School Anniversary, 10.45, 2.45 and 
11, 6.38, Biss. Oupsuny . Unitarian Birmingham Street, 11 and 6.30, Rev. Hanotp A. Goat 
Oupuam, Lord Street 10.45 and 6.30, Rev. T. E. NUTTALL 
Oxrorp, Manchester College Chapel, 11.30, —— 


WAREING 
near Wigan, 11, Rev. Avsext Sern, 


and 
Rev. 


JOHNSTON SHREWSBURY 
Old Chapel, Chapel Hill, 10.45 and 6.30, Rev. P. Warrenouss 


Sr. 
Vincent Street Unitarian Chorch, 
Cuttin, Hale Rares, 1045 and 6:30, Rev 
End 6.30 Swansea, Pennard Christian Meeting House, ! . B. Vey 


hapel. 
Unitarian Church, High Street, 6.30, Rev. B. 
and 6.30, 


Wakeielé St. 11 and 7, Rev. 
Piece, C2; Uniterion 
cach month Evening 


K. 


|! 


Supply 


Papsiiam, Nazareth Unitarian Church, Knight's Hill, 10.30 and 6, Rev. W. Hn . 


ill Street, 11.15, Junior Rev. Exnttesrt Penn 


‘ 


2 


LHE > DNDON. Wandsworth Unitarian Church, East Hill, 11, Rev. PEACOCK 
MANCHESTER, Pendleton Unitarian, Gross Lane 630, Me T. W. Rosexrs 
Rev. R. McGraw Readhaw Stet Mission, 630, Rev A. Gu 
Waverley Road Church, and Hunt Street Mission, Small Heath, Mr. Chapel, Whinebld, 1043 apd 6.40, Ray. Foort 
LackPoon, North Shore, Dickson Road, 10.45 and 6.30, Mr. E. A. West 636 
BLACKPOOL, South Shc ham Road, 11, Mr. G. ATxins, 6.30, Mr. A. M. STOKES Re 
- 
Cann 
ut, Staffs, Old Mesting Howse Mecting Road, 11 and 6.30, Rev. 
Rev . Been, 6, Rev. 
Gate Unitarian Chapa Ii, Re . 6.30, Mr. T. Gnecory 
‘Street Unitarian. 11 and 6.30. Rev. WC 
Mary Chapel ti Gnd 6.30, Sendey in month), Rev. W. H. 4 
rm, Vasant | : West Lodge Road, 6.30, Mc. G. 
630, Dr. Your, St. Saviourgate Chapel, 6.30, Rev. T. Baars Daves 
Town, Hout Sureet, 11, Sunday School, 7, Service, Rev. Mamas C. Rarnm 


Books by the Rev. S. SPENCER, B.A. 


THE MEANING AND VALUE OF RELIGION 
This book is an attempt to meet the charge that religion is 
ssarily a reactionary influence. The author sets out 
_, to. discover the common. element in religion and the dis- 
tinctive contribution which it makes to life. 
Is. 6d., by post Is. 8d. 


SHALL WE FOLLOW KARL BARTH? 


IS THERE A RELIGIOUS BASIS FOR SOCIETY? 

. . » He sees the only hope for the future in the growth of 

solidarity will be coupled with a reverence for life in its 
Is., by post Is. 2d. 


A UNITARIAN’S VIEW OF MYSTICISM 
Is., by post Is. 2d. 


TOWARDS A FREE SOCIETY 
Gd, by post 8d. | 


THE LINDSEY PRESS. 
14 GORDON SQUARE, LONDON, W.C.1 


HIBBERT TRUST 


THE CENTENARY LECTURE 
will be delivered on 


The. 


HIBBERT JOURNAL 


A Quarterly Review of 
Religion, Theology and Philosophy 


Edited by L. A. GARRARD, B.D., M.A. 


Contents for October, 1953, include: | 
Tue LinGcuistics oF THEISM Professor A. Cronbach 


The Rev. Dr. E. L. Allen . 


THEOoLoGIA D1aBo.! (Sartre’s Saint Genet) 
Dr. F. H. Heinemann 
JUDAISM AND THE FUTURE Dr. Israel 1. Mattuck 


TowarRpDs a NEw Mopernism (for Modern Churchman 
and Inquirér) Baynes 
Servetus—a Cause Célébre Dr. H. McLachlan 


3s. 6d. net. A free specimen copy of a back number 
; will be sent on request. 
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| atempt to, sate Dr. Bar 
and .. The criticisms the 
| °° aut makes are well directed, but he is not un- 
| aware there was some ground for the Barthian reaction. 
| | 
| | 
4 
 # MUSEUM STREET, LONDON, W.C.1L 
. at 5 p.m. in 
; GENERAL ASSEMBLY HEADQUARTERS STAFF 
| LECTURE THEATRE A WANTED.—Personal Assistant to the Secretary of the General 
| Preference will be given to one keenly interested in the U. and F.C. 
| BENE'T STREET - CAMBRIDGE 
| by Miscellaneous 
| _. - . The Rt. Hon. VISCOUNT SAMUEL Those interested in helping social work may like to know of 
| ‘ Any house in winter resort are devoted year and next) to the 
only to guests (nct profit limited 7s. 
prices 
A CENTURY’S CHANGE OF OUTLOOK pet guest weekly), winter terms from £4 10s. full board 
Admission Central every comfort; appointed. 
Rev. D. Ross—O 26, 1953, at Stretford M ‘al Hospital 
| are delighted with the refreshed appearance (Donald Swan Maclean). 
| 269 and Day faed fa Rectory Road Sation 
at = 4 ix Rev. H. Macume to Sutton 
"During’a* conference of the World C | im 


